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wn For 1. ans not come #0: call the Righ 
ny but Sinners ro nn 


= HE Phariſees taking "I 
EM tions at our Saviour's Familia- 
LE rity with Publicans and Sin- 
%, as being inconſiſtent with 
his Pretenfions to a more el. 
* nent Sanctity; He vindicates 
this Part of his Conduct, from the Authority of 
one of their own Prophets, who confirms the 
moral Law in that Precedence, which it ſo 


and learn what that meaneth, I will have Mercy 
md not Sacrifice. Whatſoever the Tenour-of 


lein d to reſtrain any generous Principle ia 
oman Nature, or to deſtroy all the Seeds of 
nutual Benevolence. The important Duty of 
A 2 Charity, 


uftly claims, of ritual Inſtitutions: Bur go ye | 


he Jewiſh Oeconomy might be, it was not ar». 
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Charity, in all its 8 is confeſſedly * 2 
Obligation, and enfore d by the Exam- 
le of Chriſt, as w Well As engrafted into the very 
onſtitution of His Goſpel. For He came not 
a the Righteous,. but Sinners to Repentance, 


is almoſt needleſs to remark, that, by the 


123 here, we are not to underſtand thoſe, 


to whom our Lord addreſſed. He could diſ 
cern between a real and counterfeit Virtue, and 
ſeems rather to have intended a tacit Reproof 
of their Hypocriſy and Preſumption, in aſſum- 
ing this Denomination. The Perſons mark d 
out under the amiable and comprehenſive 
Character of the Righteous, are thoſe, who diſ- 
tinguiſn themſelves by an inflexible Adherence 
to the Rule of Duty, and plead no Diſpenſa- 
tion or Licence for any occaſional Deyiations 
from it. There was not the ſame Room for 
the Exerciſe of infinite Mercy among ſuch, as 
walk in all the Commandments of God, and need 
no Repentance. It extends to all, but appears 
brighter, and more conſpicuous, when diſ- 
play'd among them, that fit in Darkneſs, and 
in the Shadow of Death ; as Light may acquire 
an additional Luſtre from the Shade which ſur- 
Tounds it. For this Purpoſe the Son of God was 
manifeſted, that he might deſtroy the Works of 
the Devil. His Religion was calculated to 

break the Dominion of Sin, and deliver thoſe; 


en were ; brought into Bondage by it, from 
| their 
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their miſerable ik They that are free 
want no Deliverer, and they that be whole need 
not a Phyſician, but they that. be fick. He la- 
bour'd the Recovery of cuſtomary or habitual 
Sinners, and ſought out them as the firteſt Ob- 
jets of His Commiſeration. The Proſecution 
of this Subject will lead me 


I. To treat on Repentance, the great Duty 
which Chriſt came to inculcate. 


II. To obſerve, what particular Alleviations 
may ſometime accompany the Guilt of 
Sinners, and recommend them, with a 
peculiar Diſtinction, to the Divine Pity 
and Regard. | 


III. Isn ALL conclude with a ſuitable Ap- 
plication, 
> 


Firſt, : AM to treat on W 


SIN is an Act of Hoſtility and Rebellion a- 
gainſt God: And when we commit it, we cou'd 
not charge His Proceedure with Injuſtice, did 
10 He inflict on us a Puniſhment adequate to our 
; Demerits. But He importunes us by Call on 
0 Call, by Summons on Summons, to return to 
e, W our Duty, and be reſtor'd to His Favour. He 
m entreats us, in the melting Strains of an earneſt 
t Supplicant, 
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Supplicant, to accept the Overtures of Merey, 
and Reconciliation. Turn ye, turn yr from your 


evil ways ; for why will ye die,” O Houſe of 


Iſrael? Can a Woman forget her ſucking Child, 


that ſhe ſhould not have Compaſſion on the Son of 


her Womb ? Yea they may forget, yet will J not 
forget thee. No Words, ſurely, can imprint a 
more lively Image of Tenderacls and Affection 


on the Mind. 


As coir as the World is, there are few, 
if any, who diſcover a Propenſion to Sin, meer- 
ly for the ſake of Sinning. The Pleaſure or 
Advantage propos'd by the Purſuit, ſtrikes on 
our leading Paſſion, and bounds our Proſpect; 
the Unlawfulneſs of it, as ſuch,” has no ſhare 
in the Temptation. Our Judgments are in one 
Intereſt, but our Wills and Inclinations in ano- 
ther. When thus divided between two contrary 
Attractions, Men will ſeparate Sin, by ſome 
artful Diſtinction, from the Guilt that cleaves 
to it, and reconGile the moſt flagrant Contra- 
diction in Religion, the Service of Chriſt and 
Belial. Enormous Vices will be palliated, under 
the extenuating Phraſe of human Infirmities. 


TE Penitent muſt evidence the Sincerity 
of his Contrition by Obedience, and a Renun- 
ciation of thoſe Satisfactions, wherein he car- 


nal Mind places its ſupreme Felicity: 1 
| mu 
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muſt have no Fellowſhip with the wnfruitful 
Works of - Darkneſs, leſt, by his Relapſe, it 


ſhould in the Event happen to him accord- 
ing to the true Proverb, The Dog is turned to 
his own Vomit again, and the Sow that was 
waſhed, to ber wallowing in the Mire. He muſt 
maintain an Indifference to the World, and re- 
fiſt the ſoft Inchantments of ſenſual Pleaſure, 
which will unbend the Firmneſs'of his Virtue. 
Sin, on his nearer Approaches to it, may have 
Allurements to Captivate him. His Innocence 
therefore will be better ſecur'd by keeping at a 
Diſtance, than by a falſe Confidence in his own 
Ability to make either a Conqueſt, or Retreat. 
This Self-confidence is apt to ſteal inſenſibly 
on us, and we muſt guard againſt it, as the 
moſt fatal, and groundleſs Deluſion. For no 
Virtues can be atrain'd, much leſs can they be 
cultivated to any Degree of Maturity, by the 
uttermoſt Stretch of our natural Powers. What 
St. Paul affirms of his Reaſoning and Miniſtry, 
may be apply'd, with fome Allowance, as a juſt 
Deſcription of the Scantineſs of our Faculties, 
when unaſhſted by the Influence and Co-ope- 
ration of: the Spirit of God. We are not ſuf- 


ficient of ourſelves to think any thing as of our- 
ſelves; but our Sufficiency is of God. The En- 
dowments of Nature, and all the acquir'd Ac- 
compliſhments which we are Owners of, will 
be of little Significance, without ſuch a Portion 
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of Grace, as is neceſſary to catry us thro' the 
dangerous Stages of human Life. The Spirit 
of Truth deſcends into the darkeſt Retirements 
of the Soul, and darts his Rays thro' the thickeſt 
Miſts of Ignorance and Error. There muſt be 

a; ſuperior Principle to overpoize our natural 
"aa and re-eſtabliſh Reaſon on its 
Throne, after it has been baffled by Tempta. 
tions., There muſt be ſome internal Monitor, 
to humble our aſpiring Underſtandings to the 
Belief of what is reveal'd, and bend our re. 
luctant Wills to the Practice of e is com- 
manded. 


II. IPRO CSE ED to obſerve, what particular 

Alleviations may ſometime, accompany 
- the Guilt of Sinners, and recommend 
them to the Divine Pity and Regard. 


TE Bowels of Divine Mercy yearn over 
thoſe that are loſt, and there is no Lenity or 
Compaſſion, that can vie with God's Indul- 
gence. But in certain Inſtances aſſignable, Men 
may ſin without the Approbation of their Rea- 
ſon, or the formal Conſent of their Wills. They 
are betray'd by the Treachery of their own de- 
ceitful Hearts, when they leaſt diſtruſted them; 
or born down by the Violence of Paſſions, which 
they cou'd not immediately ſubdue ; or ſur- 
priz d, in an unguarded Moment, by inviting 

Temptations. 
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Temptations. The Guilt of Sinners may be 
farther extenuated by other Conſiderations, and 
* in more favourable Views. | 


( 1.) Dos Actions will ever vary according 
to the Bent of our predominant Deſires and 
Averſions, and theſe again according to the dif- 
ferent Impreſſions, that are ſtamp'd on us by 
Education. Many are indebted for the Regu- 
larity of their Lives, to the Advantage of an 
early Initiation into the Paths of Righteouſneſs, 
Their Graces have made a 'gradual Progreſs, 
and cannot charm, or dazle us more under any 
Alluſion us'd to repreſent them, than that of 
the ſhining Light, or Light of the Morning, 
that ſhineth more and more unto the perfect Day, 
Having been train'd up in the School of Re- 
lgion, they till retain in their Memories, and 
exemplify in their Practice, the Rules which 
it preſcribes. Others, on the contrary, have 
been enter'd into the way of the Wicked that is 
as Darkneſs, and had their Underſtandings ob- 
ſcur d with a Cloud of involuntary Error, and 
moral Corruption. They labour under the 
moſt confirm'd Prepoſſeſſion againſt Religion; 
2 Prepoſſeflion form'd by bad Principles, worſe 
Examples, and the Biaſs of their own deprav'd 
inclinations. Or Evil became familiar and ha- 
bitual, before the Day dawn'd and the Day- 
* 7e in their Hearts, i. e. before Chriſti- 

B anity 
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anity had gotten the Aſcendant in chem, and rec- . 
tified the Irregularities of their miſguided Rea- Ml * 
ſon. Vice infinuated irſelf into their yielding M < 
Minds in Youth, gradually enlarg'd its Empire ö 
as they advanc'd to riper Years, and laid in 5 
nothing but penitential Sorrow to employ the Ml * 
laſt Scene of Life. The unhappy Circumſtan- : 

as 

W 

C 


ces of theſe Perſons, ſeem to reſult rather from 
unavoidable Neceſſity, than deliberate Choice. 
For had Virtue and Vice been painted to them, 
at a proper Seaſon, in their true Colours, and 
genuin Complection, it is probable, that the * 
former wou'd have engag'd their Lobe, and the 
latter rais'd only their Deteſtation. 
 (2.) Ir is obſervable of Sinners, when they 
become Proſelytes to Religion, that they gene- 
rally carry their Piety and Conſtancy to a 
more exalted Heighth: So that the ſublimeſt 
Virtues have been the Effects of a fincere and 
lively Repentance. A Reflection on the large 
Catalogue of their paſt Offences, and a grate- 
ful Senſe of God's Mercy, which was illuſtrated 
in the Pardon of thoſe Offences, inſpire them 
with more heroical Reſolutions, and kindle up 
in them all the Fervors of Devotion. They go on 
unto Perfection, not laying again the Foundation 
of Repentance from dead Works, or even con- 
renting themſelves with the common Attain- 


ments in the Chriſtian Life, They were long 
adding 
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adding to the Multitude of their Tranſgreſſions, 
and increaſing the Debt which they o d to 
God; but now they determine to balance the 
Account, and, was that poſſible, to pay off all 
Arrears of Obedience with Intereſt. That 
Hope, which before lay groveling on the 
Earth, and center'd in its periſhable Objects, 
ſoars to Things above, and raifes itſelf as high 
as Heaven. That heady intemperate Zeal, 
which once drove them to perſecute the 
Church, being refin'd into a Divine Flame, 
will animate them to endure not only Perſe- 
cution, but the Croſs for it. St. Peter was at- 
tach'd to his Mafter with greater Fidelity, be- 
cauſe he had deny'd Him, and, by the Forti- 
tude of the Martyr, aton'd for the Cowardice 
of the ſhameful Renegade. St. Paul, after his 
own Converſion, labour d mere abundantly than 
they all, and travell'd, like the Sun, from Eaſt 
to Weſt, converting Multitudes by the Power 
of his Eloquence. In Religion, as well as in 
the Aﬀairs of common Life, paſt Eſcapes may 
be retriev'd by Diligence, and future Improve- 
ments. Of all that illuſtrious Liſt of Penitents 
which are recorded as Patterns for our Imita- 
tion, none ſhine with a more diſtinguiſh'd 
Luftre, none made more generous and uncom- 
mon Proficiencies, than thoſe, who /oved much, 
becauſe many Sins had been forgiven to them. 
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Ix Chriſt, who is the Image of God, came 
to call Sinners to Repentance, this will moſt 
highly aggravate the Charge of a final Impeni- 
tence. The Men of Nineve ſball riſe up in 0 
Judgment with this Generation, and ſhall con- 
demn it; for they repented at the preaching of 
Jonas ; and bebold, a greater than Jonas, or 
any of the Prophets, is with us by his g/or1ous 
Goſpel ; and preſſes, by more awakening Mo- 
tives, the Duty of Repentance. We cannot 
well rely too much on the Efficacy of His In- 
terceſſion, and the ineſtimable Value of His 
Blood, but we may forfeit our Intereſt in them 
by Preſumption, as well as Deſpair. We muſt 
not build Concluſions for our own Security on 
that ſingle Inſtance of a Penitent on the Croſs, 
' ſav'd by Him in the laſt Hour. So ready are 
Men to flatter themſelves with ill- founded 
Hopes of, Acceptance, that the Saving, of this 
one Soul has, it may be fear d, thro' our on 
Miſinterpretations of the Caſe, endanger'd the 
Loſs of many. Whenſoever God ſpeaks to us 
by the Revelation of His Son, the Miniſtry of 
His Word, the Monitions of His Grace or Pro- 
vidence, we ſhou'd look on it as a Voice from 
Heaven, calling us from a State of Sin, and 
embrace the Call. Bur it is obvious, 
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(3.) To apply this Diſcourſe to the Occa- 
ſion for which we are now aſſembled together: 
For the principal Deduction ariſing from it, is 
the Strength of that Obligation, which lies on 
us to promote the Converſion of Sinners. No 
dentiments of Religion, or even common Com- 
paſſion, can warm his Breaſt, who neglects to 
perform this indiſpenfdie Office of Huma- 
* 


An, E Men Fo We hand in the Chain of 


a bad Education, and evil Habits: You put uſe- 
ful Tracts into their Hands, and render your- 
ſelves Chriſtian Monitors. By theſe, You are in- 
ſtrumental in enlightning their Underſtandings, 
and mortifying their undiſciplin'd Appetites, 
the greateſt Bars to a Reformation. By theſe, 
You furniſh them with beautiful Deſcriptions 
of Virtue, and pull off the Diſguiſes of Vice; 
You diſplay the eternal Rewards and Puniſh- 
ments, which reſpectively await them. 
AGAIN, a Probability of converting Sin- 
ters, and diſpoſing them to bring forth Fruits 
neet for: Repentance, demonſtrates the peculiar 
Excellence of this Undertaking, There are 
dot wanting Examples of ſome, who have been 


0 achim d by Your ſeaſonable Interpoſition, in 


Conjunction 


their Sins, are they entangled in the Fetters of 
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Conjunction with the ſalutary Aids of Grace, 
and effac'd their Miſcarriages by a true Peni- 
tence. Bur ſuppoſing it improbable, that you 
ſhould ſucceed in your primary and darling 
View of the Sinner's Reformation; then, Cha- 
rity to the Community obliges You to inter- 
poſe for his Correction; for the Contagion may 
be ſpread by one corrupted Member. You 
have not loſt Sight of your great Example, 
but tread in the Steps of the beſt Reformer 
which the World was ever bleſſed with. We 
may, with Pleaſure, perceive an apparent Simi- 
litude both of Deſign, and of Meaſures in the 
Proſecution of it. Did He converſe with Sin- or 
ners, and come to call them to Repentance ? . 
You make Sinners the Objects of your Care, by 
and conſequently your Employment a lovely 
Tranſcript of His Benevolence. Did He in- 
ſtruct them by his Doctrine? You apply Ar- 
guments for the Conviction of their Judg- 
ments, and endeavour to prevent the Riſe of 
thoſe Enormities, which You afterward pro- 
ſecute. 'The Advances You make toward a 
national Reformation, by diſperſing good Books, 
(not to infuſe into the lower Sort of People: 
Spirit of Enthuſiaſm, but to implant in then 
rational Principles of Religion) are too con 
ſiderable to eſcape unobſerv'd, or to be men 
tion'd without their due Commendation. Dr tn. 


He invite and gain Sinners by the ſpotleſs Hoh ,, 
line! 
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lineſs of his Life? You, I truſt, order Dur 
Converfation aright, and ſnew them"a Pattern 
of good Works, Your Light ſo ſhines before 
Men, that it is too bright to be eclips'd by 
any diminiſhing Infinuations. Thus far it may 
be ſaid, the Parallel will hold, but no further. 
For Chrift diſclaim'd all ſecular Authority, and 
has left no Precept, or Precedent for enforcing 
Religion by the Civil Sword. But without ap- 
pealing to an Apoſtle's Deciſion of the Point, 
we may infer from the Nature of Society, and 
the original Ends for which the Magiſtrate was 
zppointed, that he is a Revenger for Wrath, 
or to execute Wrath on bim that doth Evil. 
The Diſſolute muſt be reclaim'd, or check'd 
by the Methods of Perfuaſion, by fpiritual Cen- 
ſures, or by the Interpoſition of the Civil 
Power. Should the moſt forcible Perſuaſives 
to Reformation, addreſs d from the Pulpit, or 
the Preſs; prove ineffectual ; ſhould Cenſures 
paſs d on them by proper Authority, in Con- 
ſequence of Chriſt's Inſtitution, have no Force 
o rouze them out of their Lethargy; at this 
nelancholy Conjuncture, the Magiſtrate is to 
ue that Power with which he is inveſted. 
The prior Engagements which he was under 
n his private Capacity, to advance the com- 
non Welfare, ſuperadded to the Importance 
f the publick Character which he ſuſtains, 
ll admoniſh him not to ſtand neuter to the 

united 
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raging Peſtilence, and infect all Orders of Men, 


Form of Government, and introduce Canfu- 
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united Intereſts of Religion, and the Commu- 
nity. For Vice, if ſuffer d to ſpread like a 


will ſoon bring on a total Diſſolution of any 


fron, with every evil Work. | His Authority de- 
rives -its Support and Influence from the Re- 
ligion which he defends. He cannot eſteem 
thoſe as Friends, whatſoever ſpecious Titles 
they may aſſume, who would circumſcribe his 
Office by ſuch. narrow Boundaries, and blunt 
the Edge of his Sword. Gaming and De- 
bauchery call for his Vengeance, as well as 


Robberies and Murders; and will, probably, f. 


if not ſuppreſs d in time by it, be productive 
of them. For the Tranſition is eaſy from one 
Crime to more, and there is a Chain or Con- 
nection which holds them together. Vice, in 
all well regulated States, has annex'd to it a 
Train of Infamy, and Civil Penalties. In our 


own, it is diſcountenanc'd by Orders of 9 effions, h 
Royal. Proclamations, and Acts of Parliament. par; 
We have Virtue and Morality guarded by they ine, 
ſame Laws, which ſecure to us every other Veir 
Bleſſing. A Corruption of them amounts, Wi 
in an impartial Conſtruction of it, to an In UP 
tringement of our. Laws, and an Invaſion ol phie 
our moſt valuable Properties. * 
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ALL Ages have had their Stains and Ble- 
miſhes; but Complaints of the Degeneracy of 
the Times are not, perhaps, more general than 
juſt, The frequent Attacks made on the Fun- 
damentals of Chriftianity, have been ſo well 
repell'd by the venerable Fathers and eminent 
Lights of our Church, that they remain in- 
vincible, and triumph over all the Attempts 
to diſcredit them. But the moſt learned and 
accurate Confurations of the Theory and 
Principles of Infidelity, do not always prove 
2 ſufficient Antidote againſt that baneful In- 
fluence. which it has on our Morals. It is 
not poſſible to ſhut up thoſe Avenues, where- 
by a reciprocal Communication is maintain'd 
between the Head and Heart. 


THIS Communication will account for 
the Origin of epidemical Sins, and a reigning 
Depravity in Manners. — I might here ex- 
patiate on a moſt diſagreeable Topick, and de- 
lneate a various Scene of Impiety, A 
Vein of Obſcenity or Profaneneſs not ſeldom 
tuns thro' Converſation, in Defiance of the 


Wicceiv'd Forms of Decency and Breeding ; 


which have, on many Occafions, been found 
to feeble Barriers to Religion. We may 


bear Diſcourſe adopted for Wit, which has 


older Strokes of Blaſphemy than Humour, 


b to 
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to recommend it. Curſing and Swearing 
abound in our Streets, Prevarication and Per- 
jory in our Courts of Judicature.— The ! 
Day ſet apart for the more ſolemn Worſhip ll « 
of God, is devoted by ſome, as conſtantly as Ml 
it returns, to Pleaſure, and rural Excurſions: MM : 
One of the fad Prognoſticks of a dying At- 
tention to the publick Offices of Religion, and 
to that wiſe domeſtick Oeconomy, which has 
been the fruitful Parent of that Wealth they 
miſapply. —— Luxury and Profuſion being un- 
reſtrain'd by any ſumptuary Laws, do the Work 
of a ſlow Conſumprion, and impair by Degrees 
our Fortunes and Conſtitutions. —— There 
can be no Society without Government, and 
no Government without a Subordination, or 
Submiſſion of Inferiors to Superiors. But 
Numbers have imbib'd a levelling Spirit, which 
prompts them to deſpiſe Dominion, and ſpeak 
evil of Dignities. They would deface all pub 
lick Characters, and the Stamp both of Sacred 
and Civil Authority. The too viſible Preva 
lence of ſo licentious a Spirit among us, migbii on 
deſerve from me more than a curſory Animad e 
verſion, was it not to be rank'd with tho 
Evils, which You may lament, but cannot 7 
medy. No deep Penetration is requir'd to pro 
nounce on its Malignity, or to foreſee, that thi 
Growth of it may diſturb the happy Calm, anc 
Serenity of the Kingdom. 
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17 HE late EO Increaſe of Bagnios 
has queſtionleſs afforded You Matter for un- 
comfortable Reflections, and an Incitement to 
redouble Your Vigilance. A Reſort to Places} 
ind a Reliſh for Pleaſures, which adminiſter 
new Fewel to the impure Flames of Luſt, 
have a natural Tendency to incline Perſons ei- 
ther to cancel the Marriage Contract by mutual 
Agreement, or violate it by ſecret Lewdneſs/ 
and give themſelves up to work all Uncleanneſs 
wth Greedineſs, —— I ſhall not deſcend to a 
nore particular Enumeration of thoſe Sins, 
for whofe Prevention, or Cure, You: unite: 
Your printed Accounts, which carry no Air 
of Falſhood or Exaggeration, inform us of 
their Number and Quality: It muſt be diffi- 
cult for the moſt curious Obſerver to point: 
wt any Immoralities which have not already 
allen under Your Cogniſance, or to ſuggeſt 
ny new Expedients for the Reformation of 
hoſe which have. The Work of Reforma- 
lon has a very powerful, tho' not inſupera- 
le Oppoſition, to encounter from the Cor- 
W'ptions of Mankind; and implies too glaring 
: Condemnation-of their Practice, to be well 
eceiv d by them. From a reflex View of your 

ceſsful Progreſs, one would imagine, that we 
huſt have look'd back to a more diſtant Period 
f 2 than the Cloſe of the laſt Century, 
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to have dated the Inſtitution of theſe excellent 
Societies. You boaſt not Perfection either in 
the Scheme, or the Execution. But, if a right 
Principle is the main Ingredient in every Under- 
taking entitled to our Eſteem: and Encourage. 
ment, You appear to be actuated only by a Zeal 


for the Glory of God and the Good of Men; 
the nobleſt and moſt applauded Motive chat 
can influence human Actions. As to the Rules 
whereby it is conducted, they are the beſt 
which Your approv'd Wiſdom and Experience 
have hitherto enabled You to diſcover. — The 
Devil has his Agents, employ'd in advancing 
his Dominion, and a formidable Hoſt is em- 
battled againſt You; for You' wreſtle not 4. 
gainſt Fleſh and Blood, but againſt Principali- 


ties, againſt Powers, againſt the Rulers of the | 


Darkneſs of this World, againſt ſpiritual Wick 
edneſs in high Places. You liſt Vourſelves un- 
der the Banner of the Mot High, and form an 
Alliance to ſupport the Kingdom of His dear 
Son. As you have the Hearts and Prayers of 
all good Magiſtrates, and good Men, engag d 
on Your Side, let me exhort You to endure 
Hardneſs as good Soldiers of Jeſus Chriſt, and 


er to be animated than diſcouraged at the 
ſt Inequality of the Combat. You can 
| have 


Party but the common Enemies of for 


Virtue, to make a Stand againſt this voluntary A, 
this diſintereſted, this glorious Confederacy. R 


Ma 
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May thoſe who are in Au thoriry contribute by 
2 vigorous Execution of the Laws, and may 
we all in our ſeveral Stations contribute, by 
our Examples and Influence at leaſt, to the 
Suppreſſion of Immorality: So would Sin and 
Blaſphemy be confin'd.to Hell, and their 8 
parable Attendants too, Sorrow and Miſery. - 


Bu r, in calculating Events, we muſt con- 
ſider Mankind as they are in their preſent: de- 
plorable State of Imperfection. Tho' Chriſt 
came fo call Sinners to Repentance, yet were 
there many not to be wrought on by his Doc- 
trine or Miracles. Should Your Calls to Re- 
formation not meet with that Regard which 
they challenge, in a profligate Age, or ſhould 
You miſcarry in Your charitable Labours for 
the Happineſs of others, You will ſtill have 
the inconceivable Felicity of making Your own 
Calling and Election ſure. You will be crown'd 
with the ſecret Applauſe of your own Con- 
ſciences, and the concurrent Approbation of 


God and His Angels. 


Tux Prophet Malachi has celebrated Your 
Piety, and deſcrib'd Your Reward. Then they 
that feared the Lord, ſpake often one to another, 
for mutual Exhortation and Comfort, no doubt) 
and the Lord hearkned, and heard it, and a Book 


F Remembrance was written before him for 
them 


22 AStnxmon Before the Sortertes, &c. 


them that feared the Lord, and that thought 
pon his Name. And they ſhall be mine, ſaith the 
Lord of Hoſts, in that Day when I nate up my 
Fewels, and I will ſpare them as a Man ſpareth 
his own Son that ſerveth him. Then ſhall ye re- 
turn, and diſcern between the Righteous and the 
Wricked'; between him that ſerveth God, and him 
that ſerveth bim not. | | 
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PROGRESS made in the 
Cities of Londonand Weſtminſter, 
And Places adjacent, 


By the Societies for Promoting 
Reformation of Manners ; 


By furthering the Execution of the Laws 
againſt Profaneneſs and Immorality, and 
by other Chriſtian Methods. 


HE Reaſonableneſs of Uniting in So- 
cieties, for more effectually carrying 

on a Work of this Nature, nceds not 

be further proved, after what has been ſaid 
vith ſo much Advantage upon the Subject by 
the Annual Reformation Sermons; as alſo by 
the excellent Author of the Cauſes of theDecay 
f Chriſtian Piety, who hath this remarkable 
baſſage: The Scandal, ſaith he, brought npon 
| Religion, 


[47] 
Religion, as it was not contratfted by the Jyre. 
gularities of one or tevo Perſons, but by aſſociated 
and common Crimes; ſoneither will it he removed 
by a few ſingle and private Reformations. Ther; 
muſt be Combinations and publick Confederacies 
in Virtue, to ballance and counterpoiſe thiſe if 
Vice, or ſhe will never recover that Honour which 
ſhe acquir d by the general Pietyof ber Profeſſors. 
Tnaxxs be to God, many ſuch Combinations 
and publick Confederacies are now in Being, 
who make it a great Part of their Buſineſs to op- WM, 
poſe aſſociated, as well as particular Offenders, 
Tux Societies for Reformation of Manners are 
eminently of that Number: And the Uſeful-W 
neſs of ſuch Confederacies is viſible from what 
has been actually brought about through 
God's Bleſſing on the Means made uſe of by 
the ſaid Societies, far beyond what could have 
been hoped for from any private Endeavours, 
Multitudes, for theſe Forty four Stars laſt paſt, 
have been proſecuted, and puniſh'd according to 
Law, for lewd and ſcandalous Practices. Great 
Numbers of Bawdy-houſes, Sodomitical Haunts 
| Common Gaming-houſes, and other Diſorderlyſj 
Houſes, have been ſuppreſſed and ſhut up; and 
the Streets very much purg'd from the wretched 
Tribe of Night-walking Proſtitutes and moſt di ani: 
teſtalle Sodomites. Many young Men, taken with, . 
lewd Women, have, by their being brought to. a 
timely Shame and Puniſhment, been diſcouſ... 
1 raged, and turned (as we have reaſon to hope ora! 
from following fuch ſinful Courſes, which ofte 
cauſe them to defraud their Parents, Maſters 


Gc.-and bring themſelves to utter Ruin. Man 
Thouſand: 


| 


Thouſands of god Books have been likewiſe 
difperſed by theſe Societies throughout the King- 
dom, and put into the Hands of lewd and = | 
fane Perſons, to awaken them to a Senſe of 
their Sins. By theſe various Methods, many 
Perſons have, thro” Divine Grace, been brought 
to a Senſe of their Sin and extream Danger; 
and tho they have at firſt been exaſperated 
2gainſt the Inſtruments of awakening them 
out of their dreadful Lethargy, and ſtopping 
them in their ſinful Courſes; yet have they 
afterwards bleſſed Gop for their Recovery, 
and been heartily thankful to thoſe, who 
had been ſerviceable to them in their happy 
- Converſion. aid 1 75 
a Tuis Undertaking, begun by very few 
gn WM Perſons, has mightily ſpread it ſelf, not only 
ya Great Britain, but in Foreign Parts. And 
We the great Good which, by Gop's Bleſſing, has 
been done by the ſaid Societies, has very much 
all WF wimated their Endeavours. They likewiſe | 
tog hve been encouraged by ſeveral Royal Pro- 
damations, Orders of Seſſions, Preſentments of 
Ecrand-Juries in many Counties in England; 
by the Lord-Mayors and Court of Aldermen 
of the City of London; by many Sermons of 
the Right Reverend the Biſhops, and other 
minent Divines, preached to the Societies; 
ud by the Writings of other learned Men; 
s alſo by the ſolemn Approbation of a conſi- 
lerable Number of Lords Spiritual and Tem- 
oral, and the Honourable Jad ges of England 
nd Ireland, and the Commiſſioners of ſeveral 
Froteſtant Churches. | 
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Ir muſt be confeſſed, That Profaneneſs and 
Debauchery do ſtill very much abound, for Want 
of a more general and hearty Concurrence in 
this Work of Perſons of all Orders amongſt us, 
in Proportion to the Greatneſs of the Cancern, 
Tax faid Societies have proſecuted, and 
been aſſiſting in Proſecuting, from the Fiſt of 
December 1737, to the Firſt of December 
1738, divers ſorts of Offenders, is. 
For Lewd and Diſorderly Practices —— 52 
Sabbath-Breakers — — 43 


7 Total — 


j Including 104 Butchers, indicted at Hicks's Hall for 
a Nalance, as being common Sabbath-Breakers, 
who were all lined, . 


Tux Total Number of Perſons proſecuted 
in or near London only, for Debauchery and 
Profaneneſs, for Forty-four Years laſt paſt, are 
calculated at about One hundred and one 
Thouſand, fix Hundred and eighty three. 
THrty have alſo been aſſiſting in bringing 
to Puniſhment ſeveral Sodomitical Houſes, as 
well as divers Perſons for Sodomy, and Haomi 
tical Practices, who have been proſecuted 
the Direction, and at the Charge of the Go 
vernment. 13 war $5 
TH os therefore that have a juſt Ten 
for the Honour of Gop ; who defire t 
prevent the ſpreading of the Leproſy of Sin 
who are unwilling to have their Children anc 
other Relations, or their Friends and Ser 
vants, corrupted by ill Examples and wick 
ed Allurements: Thoſe that ſincerely wiſh wel 


to thoſe excellent and PE TINT 0 
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pietyand good Manners, the Charity Scxoors; 
and would be heartily grieved to ſee the Chrif- 
tian Inſtruction and pious Education that Chil- 
dren receive, therein, miſcarry, through pre- 
vailing open: Temptations to Wickedneſs, and 
a general Contempt of the pure and.holy Re- 
ligion of our bleſſed Redeemer Jeſus Chrift : 
Thoſe, laſtly, who have any due Love to their 

Country, and would prevent a National Guilt, _ 
and thereby keep off National Judgments, can- 
not poſſibly, one.would think, but heartily ap- 
prove and aſſiſt, according to their Ability, this 
uſcful Deſign for ſuppreſſing Profaneneſs and 
Immorality. For, Does not Righteouſneſs exalt a 
Nation? I nat. Sin a Reproach to any People? 


No w, Whereas ſome have maliciouſly inſinu- 
ated, That it is not Reformation which is 
intended, but the getting of Money from 

Delinquents; and by, ſuch vile Reports have 
| impoſed. on ſome very well-meaning People: 

It is hereby declared to the World, That ſuch 
a Charge upon theſe Societies is abſolutelß 
falſe.” It is allowed, that ſome baſe and 
wicked Perſons (not engag d, or in the leaſt 
concerned in this Work) have extorted 
Money from Offenders, and ſometimes from 
honeſt Men. But all ſuch Practices are utter- 
ly deteſted by theſe Societies, (who have 
ſtrictly - enquired after ſuch Perſons, and 
when . diſcovered, have brought them to 
Puniſhment) nor do they know or believe 
that any who are engag'd with them are 
chargeable with ſuch Iniquities. And to 
prevent as much as. poſſible, all Suſpicion of 

| | a mer- 


a g mercenary Deſign or Principle in any that 
act in the Buſinefs of Reformation, the Gris 
* TLEMEN .concern'd have all along recom! 
mended and infiſfted upon it with their 
Friends, that thoſe who give Information 
gainſt Vice or Profaneneſs, ſhould never re 
ceive that Part of the Penalty which the 
Law allows the Informer; and it has not 
come to their Knowledge, that any ſuch Per- 
ſon hath acted otherwiſe. However, if any 
Perſon, or Perſons, concern'd in this good 
Deſign, ſhould at any time be chargeable 
with any of the evil Practices before- men 
tioned, or even with taking the Rewarg 
which the Law allows them; it is humbly 
requeſted of all that are heartily concerned 
for the Intereſt of Religion, that they will give 
Notice thereof to any ot the ſaid, Societies. 
N. B. The Perſons concerned in this De- 
 fign, confine their Proſecutions to the 
Offences mention d in this Account. 
Ax p for the further preventing any Obje 
tions from thoſe. who are too much diſpos d te 
raiſe them, againſt this neceſſary Work, tha 
there is more Regard had to the Puniſhmeht, 
than to the Converſion of profane and vicious 
Perfons; it may not be improper to acquaint 
the Publick : That in Conjunction with other 
pious and proper Methods of Inſtruction, Ad 
monition, and Reproof, the number of Books 
written and publiſhed for thoſe and the like 
Ends, and given aw eir own Charge 
are calculated at/ 
forty four T bouſ: 
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